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Here we go againHere we go again

Welcome to our first news lettter of Term 3 2021.

It is with a heavy heart that we find parents in NSW and Victoria
facing lockdown, remote learning and uncertainty, and other
states and territories on high alert, people in isolation and all
facing border restrictions. We had all hoped this was behind us,
and it is, as we know, especially hard on families to juggle kids,
learning, work and the whole family's wellbeing during these
times.

We've been asked by several journalists whether we support
teachers getting priority access to COVID vaccines, and here's
what we said:

In addition, it's worth noting that schools are community hubs
and have established relationships with local families. They can
be a great avenue to get essential messages out to the
community, especially those where cultural or language barriers
make it more difficult to reach parents through other channels.

We applaud the many schools, especially Catholic and
independent schools that are able to, who are offering their
premises as possible vaccine centres. We all need to work
together at the moment.

This newsletter has updates on a range of education issues, the
newly announced NAPLAN revamp, news on our curriculum
review submission, and more. We have completed a number
of new case studies and parent tip videos that have already
been shared by a number of organisations and schools, and are
very popular on our social media channels. There are links to
all of these free resources below. Please watch them and share
them with your networks as they highlight some of the great
opportunities out there for young people, as well as the bond
between these young people and their parents and mentors,
and we all need something positive to think about at the
moment.

Take care everyone, especially those in the midst of lockdown.

Jenni Rickard, APC President
president@austparents.edu.au

New video case studies and career planningNew video case studies and career planning
tipstips

APC has produced a number of new videos as part of our
ongoing project with the National Careers Institute -
nci.dese.gov.au

We are very proud to have two of our case study videos
included on the Storylines website.

• It is incredibly important that children's education is
not disrupted any more than it has to be, and for that
to happen teachers need to be healthy and at work,
preferably face to face with students in classrooms.

• When schools close, for whatever reason, parents
find it extremely difficult to work. It is very hard to
juggle anything when supervising students at home.
With the best will in the world something has to give,
and if parents don't work it puts extra stress and
financial strain on families.

• Teachers are definitely frontline, essential workers
and APC advocates strongly in favour of all front line
workers being given priority access.

• Parents do not want teachers to be put at risk.
Parents value teachers and the past 16 months have
only increased their appreciation.
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All the videos are a free resource for parents, teachers, schools,
careers advisors and community groups. They aim to make
parents more aware of all the options open to young people
and especially highlight the unexpected opportunities offered by
vocational education and training (VET), as well as give general
advice about talking careers with teens and helping them find
work and training options. They have already been shared at
a number of parent information evenings and have been very
popular on our social media channels.

Contact media@austparents.edu.au if you would like the
videos in a different format, or share them direct from the
YouTube links below or via our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/watch/AustParentsCouncil/

Case studiesCase studies

https://www.youtube.com/embed/hIKlDgkk8ow?showinf
o=1&rel=0

Kade is combining a School-based apprenticeship Year 11
with his HSC studies, working on a cattle property at Nowra

Hill in NSW, and hopes to go on to study Veterinary Sciences
at uni.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/fXoMMHQEqAs?showinf
o=1&rel=0

Luke is taking an Australian School-based Apprenticeship as
part of his Year 11 and 12 program, working on an oyster farm

at Pambula in NSW and gaining a Cert II in Aquaculture. He
loves the freedom of working on the water and says it simply
‘feels right’. He hopes to go into business with his brother in

the future.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/XJ8PKu809YY?showinf
o=1&rel=0

Darby’s combining a School-based Apprenticeship in Year 11
and 12 with her HSC. She will also gain a Certificate II in

Agriculture. One of her rotations is at a dairy Farm at Candelo
on the Far NSW South Coast. She hopes to manage her own

farm in the future.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/RP-jhCeJ-AY?showinf
o=1&rel=0

Cebita is an IT apprentice with the Australian Government
working four days and studying one day a week at Canberra
Institute of Technology where she is completing a Cert IV in
Cyber Security. Cebita was offered her apprenticeship after
taking a school based apprenticeship in Years 11 and 12 at
school. She decided not to go straight to uni in favour of the
option to earn while she learns.

Career planningCareer planning

https://www.youtube.com/embed/4XyW_Re6TmM?showinf
o=1&rel=0

Parent tips on career planning with teensParent tips on career planning with teens

We asked lots of different parents for their advice for other
parents on career planning. This is what they told us.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Jm-QP-NPkjs?showinf
o=1&rel=0

Why parents recommend vocational education and training inWhy parents recommend vocational education and training in
schoolschool

We asked parents who know kids who have taken part in
vocational education and training (VET) in school why they'd

recommend it to other parents. This is what they said.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/SVOBKMVBPR0?showinf
o=1&rel=0

Top 10 tips for parents from a careers advisorTop 10 tips for parents from a careers advisor

Chontel Green, an experienced careers officer from Hawker
College in the ACT, shares her top ten tips for parents when

talking careers with their kids. Chontel spends her whole time
helping kids and parents chart their path from school to work,
training and further study. This is what she'd like every parent

to know.

Parents and Guardians Guide for SchoolParents and Guardians Guide for School
LeaversLeavers

The Your Career Parents and Guardians' Guide for School
Leavers summarises the resources and information available to
help you explore all the education, training and work options
available to your child.

Parents and Guardian’s Guide for School Leavers (PDF 851KB)

Parents and Guardian’s Guide for School Leavers (Word
426KB)

The Parents and Guardians' Guide has also been translated
into additional languages.

The School Leavers Information Kit contains more detail and is
designed for your child to help them navigate their post school
options.

If you have a child with a disability or special education need
who is a school leaver, you can also contact the School Leavers
Information Service for tailored support or guidance for your
child. Call 1800 CAREER(External website) (1800 227 337) to
speak with an Information Officer.

Australian Curriculum Review: APCAustralian Curriculum Review: APC
submission supports 'truth telling'submission supports 'truth telling'

The Australian Parents Council has firmly backed the focus
on 'truth telling' and accurate accounts of historical events
of the colonisation of Australia in a submission to the current
Australian Curriculum Review to the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA).

“The changes proposed by the review are simply a move
towards open and honest discussion of our history, and this is
what education should be about,” explains Jenni Rickard, APC
President.

"Australia’s history is as rich as it is problematic. Nevertheless,
to achieve reconciliation we need to acknowledge the dark
parts of our Nation’s past. Ignoring it is not going to make it go
away. But when we know better, we do better. That is why it
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is imperative that accurate and truthful accounts of Australian
history are learnt by all children at school. It takes nothing away
from children and means everything to First Nations children.”

APC's submission also made the following main points:

Consultation on the current review of the Australian Curriculum
closed on July 8. To find out more about the proposed changes
go to www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/consultation.

Feedback from the consultation will be used by Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) to
develop final revisions, which will be provided to federal, state
and territory education ministers to consider.

The Foundation to Year 10 Australian Curriculum is our national
curriculum, which outlines the core content that all young
people should
be taught regardless of where they live in Australia.

ACARA reviews the curriculum every six years and has
consulted with
360 practising teachers and curriculum specialists to develop
the
proposed changes across the whole of the curriculum. The aim
is to make the content clearer and better organised, as well as
more concise, more specific and less cluttered.

ACARA produced this video on what parents and parent
groups, including APC, said they wanted from the Australian
Curriculum - www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
parent-information/

https://www.youtube.com/embed/xjgyx0il0Eo?showinfo=1&re
l=0

Parent questions about wellbeing in theParent questions about wellbeing in the
curriculumcurriculum

How the curriculum incorporates student wellbeing was the
focus of several questions in our recent Parent Q&A on
NAPLAN 2021 and the Australian Curriculum Review.

There were two specific questions that we'd like to highlight
in this newsletter as we thought lots of parents might be
interested in the responses, and because we didn't get time to
respond to them in detail during the webinar.

We'd like to thank the team at the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority for providing these
responses.

1.1. FromFrom LisaLisa onon well-beingwell-being considerationsconsiderations inin thethe earlyearly
curriculumcurriculum

Q:Q: What will be done to adjust the balance and pace of the
curriculum to ensure children’s well-being and mental health are
the foremost concern? My observation of the P-2 curriculum
in particular is that it progresses at a pace that doesn’t give
kids (even bright, affluent kids) a chance to feel like they have
mastered any concept before they are plunged headlong into
the next concept. Every 7yo I know talks with negative
self-perception and is at risk of anxiety.

A:A: The Review has provided an opportunity to refine the
curriculum, particularly in the Foundation to Year 2 year levels,
to focus on the learning that matters most in each Learning
Area. The essential content in each learning area has been
identified and any non-essential content has been removed in
order to give teachers the time needed to teach the essential
content well.

2.2.

Q:Q: At what point will we realize that we’re generating a mass
chronic mental health issue and learn to design the curriculum
in a way that complements and nurtures natural child
development in a way that enables all kids to feel a sense of
achievement and success, and in doing so encourage them to
define themselves as successful learners? How is the Review
incorporating evidence from child health experts, child
development experts and child psychologists?

A:A: The review has been informed by evidence from early years
learning experts and experts in child and adolescent health and
wellbeing to design the curriculum in a way that complements
and nurtures child development. In the early years of learning
the focus on the importance of allowing students to investigate
and explore new concepts has been strengthened in line with
the evidence of how children learn and develop. In the high
school years, a focus in the Health and Physical Education
curriculum and the Personal and Social Capability has been
strengthened to support the development of self-awareness,
self-management and the skills and understandings needed to
become resilient individuals.

If you missed our Parent Q&A on NAPLAN 2021 and the
Australian Curriculum Review in April or would like to share the
webinar, it is available on our Facebook page.

NAPLAN revampNAPLAN revamp

Education Ministers agreed a revamp of NAPLAN, including
looking at delivering results within two weeks, in an update
announced by Education Minister Alan Tudge on July 2.

The media statement described the agreed changes as
'improvements to national standardised testing in Australian
schools to better inform teacher practice'.

It said Education Ministers agreed:

• APC supports the 20% reduction in content across
the curriculum as requested by teachers.

• APC supports the changes in the General
Capabilities by refining of language throughout and
embedding the capabilities, allowing for authentic
engagement throughout the curriculum.

• APC understands that the refresh of the website for
teachers to access the curriculum framework allows
for teachers to better access and use the interface
for the curriculum and is warmly welcomed.

• that the writing test would continue to be conducted
as a census test

• that the testing of spelling, grammar and punctuation
(Conventions of Language) will be separate from

<div class="player-unavailable"><h1 class="message">An error occurred.</h1><div class="submessage"><a
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JavaScript if it is disabled in your browser.</div></div>
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Ministers also discussed progress on key national reform
initiatives including the Unique Student Identifier and the Online
Formative Assessment Initiative.

Discussions were also had in relation to teacher workforce
issues and the Commonwealth Preschool funding proposals.

Chair of the Education Ministers Meeting (EMM), Federal
Education Minister Alan Tudge said that it was a constructive
meeting with good progress on key national initiatives.

“NAPLAN has been an important tool to inform teacher practice
and give guidance to parents on how their child is progressing.
These incremental reforms will enhance these objectives,”
Minister Tudge said.

“It will also provide more opportunities for schools to “opt in”
to additional assessments in the key subject areas of Science,
Civics and Digital Literacy.”

Parent NAPLAN questionsParent NAPLAN questions

We now have detailed responses to parent questions about
adjustments for students with dyslexia and typing skills
submitted during our April Q&A with ACARA that we didn't get
time to answer on the night.

We'd like to thank the team at the ACARA for providing these
responses.

From Katie on Dyslexia NAPLAN AdjustmentsFrom Katie on Dyslexia NAPLAN Adjustments

Q:Q: Why are there not adequately organised adjustments for
moderate to severe dyslexia students? - eg: exam scanning
pens allowed assisted technology and or a reader in NAPLAN.
In this day and age of inclusive education this is truly complete
ignorance. Government something has to be done about
Dyslexia reforms in the education arena. Other countries have
amazing educational dyslexia support yet Australia has only
South Australia leading the charge. With government job
seekers rising, depression and suicide on the increase
especially in the male population (where dyslexia is more
dominant), we owe it to our young people to give them every

chance possible to succeed. It’s the foundation building blocks
where self-esteem is built. It’s every child right to read and write
and be given an education, yet our education system is letting
so many children down.

A:A: ACARA regularly reviews the adjustments available during
NAPLAN, in consultation with the state/territory test
administration authorities (TAAs) responsible for administering
NAPLAN in schools. In the move to NAPLAN Online, we
undertook research on how to enhance the accessibility of
NAPLAN for students with disability or additional learning
needs, and we will be continuing research in this area over the
next 12 months. ACARA has developed a range of adjustments
to support students with disability and those with diverse
learning needs. Information about adjustments, including
example disability adjustment scenarios, is available on the
‘Adjustments for students with disability’ page of the NAP
website. As students’ functional abilities vary, the use of some
adjustments involves consultation between the family, school
and the state/territory test administration authority.

From NicolaFrom Nicola

Q:Q: I think that my daughter in year 5 will be completing the
narrative/persuasive task by typing her response on an iPad.
Do you think this will allow the children to be assessed on
their reading and writing skills, or just their one-fingered typing
skills? Also, how are responses provided on an iPad or
keyboard compared to children who write with a pen or pencil
or with a keyboard? These three ways of responding are
extremely different methods and don't seem comparable.

A:A: The writing test is not about handwriting skills and NAPLAN
Online is not about keyboarding skills. There are variations in
how fast and well a student can type, just as there are variations
in how fast and well a student can write by hand.Ensuring
students are familiar with using devices, typing on them and
navigating through programs is a part of students’ everyday
learning and a requirement of the Australian Curriculum.
Students do not have to be able to touch type to successfully
complete the test. Students can use wired or wireless
keyboards with devices with a touchscreen keyboard, such
as iPads. The Online National Assessment Platform website
(https://www.assessform.edu.au/layouts/Technology/
Devicerequirements.aspx) has up-to-date information about
technical requirements and devices for NAPLAN Online.
ACARA recommends an external keyboard for students
completing the writing test on an iPad, provided the student is
familiar with using an external keyboard in their day-to-day
lessons. Schools are advised to ensure that students are
familiar with the device they plan to use for the NAPLAN Online
tests. Between 2012 and 2015, ACARA conducted a number
of research trials into student engagement with aspects of
online assessments and found that no students reported feeling
penalised for typing their responses. Overall, students
described typing as being easier for changing and correcting
answers. ACARA research shows that online writing is similar
to handwriting in terms of the quality of writing produced by
students at each year level. It also shows that students
generally appreciate the use of online features such asediting
tools (noting that online features such as grammar and
spell-check are disabled during NAPLAN testing).

writing as part of the annual census-based
standardised assessment program

• that ACARA would work with jurisdictions to explore
the feasibility of shifting of the test as early as
possible in the school year and turn around test
results in two weeks

• that the assessments remain in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9

• in-principle to enabling schools to “opt-in” to
assessments in the domains of Science Literacy
(including critical and creative thinking), Digital
Literacy and Civics and Citizenship annually in Year 6
and Year 10 and request ACARA further develop the
proposal for the next meeting

• that ACARA investigate the feasibility of incorporating
critical and creative thinking in English and
Mathematics into the existing NAPLAN domains, with
advice to be provided to the next Education
Ministers’ Meeting.
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.assessform.edu.au%2Flayouts%2FTechnology%2FDevicerequirements.aspx&data=04%7C01%7CTiffany.Roma%40acara.edu.au%7Cd53c98c3a5b34a57f4a908d92b02c39b%7C6cf76a3aa824427092003d71673ec678%7C0%7C0%7C637588113147854658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oZtuH4ZbnKNssi6WwLTHg1FIMihI66qtUJon1IAGj3g%3D&reserved=0


If you missed our Q&A on NAPLAN and the Australian
Curriculum Review or would like to share the webinar, it is
available on our Facebook page.

For more information for parents on NAPLAN try the following:

We also welcome your feedback, so please drop us an email if
you have further questions - media@austparents.edu.au.

Are you interested in joining our board?Are you interested in joining our board?

• https://www.youtube.com/embed/yIba0PCcSHY?sh
owinfo=0&rel=0

<div class="player-unavailable"><h1 class="message">An
error occurred.</h1><div class="submessage"><a
href="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIba0PCcSHY"
target="_blank">Try watching this video on
www.youtube.com</a>, or enable JavaScript if it is disabled
in your browser.</div></div>

• www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/ -
includes information about adjustments for students
who need them - which was a topic we received lots

of questions about in the Q&
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APC ReviewAPC Review

The APC Review, our in-depth biannual look at education
issues with a parent perspective, is now digital only and we are
keen to make sure that our subscriber list is up to date.

If you would like to update your details or subscribe to the
APC Review, please either do so via the email you received
with links to the current edition or alternatively email
media@austparents.edu.au.

The latest edition, which was shared recently, along with
previous editions are available on our website.

https://austparents.edu.au/news/apc-review/

Healthy Lunchbox Week 2022: Save the DateHealthy Lunchbox Week 2022: Save the Date

Join our school fundraising, P&F and boardJoin our school fundraising, P&F and board
member closed Facebook groupsmember closed Facebook groups

We've started some new Facebook groups to help connect and
inform parents and carers, who are giving their time and energy
at their children's school - spaces dedicated to that band of
dedicated volunteers who help build their school community.

COVID has underlined for all of us that connectivity matters, and
there has been a whole lot of innovation going on in schools
when it comes to parent events, fund raising and community
building lately. So we thought it might be a good idea to provide
some dedicated independent platforms, where members from
different schools can share ideas and problem solve.

To ensure these are 'safe spaces' they are 'members only',
but we encourage you to send us a request to join if you

are interested in connecting with other parents, carers and/or
board members.

You can find our more and request to join by following these
links:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1538299706378015
https://www.facebook.com/groups/360615218332244
https://www.facebook.com/groups/187769516139320

Become an APC friendBecome an APC friend

We're very happy to invite you to become a friend of the
Australian Parents Council. You can join us as an individual, a
school or an organisation. You don't have to be part of a
particular school sector and can come from anywhere in
Australia. The single most important qualification for becoming
a friend of the APC is that you are passionate about education.

As an organisation, we
believe that active and
empowered parents and
carers can, and do, make a
significant difference to
children’s achievement.

We have a proud tradition of
supporting and advocating

for parents going back to 1962. We are not-for-profit,
non-denominational and non-party political, funded by parents
and supported by government. We are not controlled or
appointed by a school sector, although we do work closely with
government and education providers. We are fiercely
independent, as we believe this enables us to provide an
authentic parent voice.

We provide a genuine parent perspective on education issues,
and we are widely consulted.

We advocate at a national level for:

Friends will go onto our mailing list to receive all our newsletters,
and other publications like media releases and reports. We will
also invite our friends to share their insights and feedback on a
wide range of issues affecting school parents.

We always want to hear from parents and encourage you to
get involved. We can also provide advice, information and links
to specialist help on all sorts of education issues. We offer a
number of support programs, training, and resources.

• school choice

• parent voice

• equity in access and funding

• quality education for all students.
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