
Donald Ryan – St Therese’s Catholic School and Sacred Heart College 

Outstanding Contribution as a Friend in Catholic Schools 

 

Catholic schools and Catholic Education Tasmania rely on the active participation and 

help of parents within their community. Donald Ryan has been a passionate supporter 

and contributor to Catholic education since attending St Virgil’s College and Dominic 

College as a student through to sending his own children to St Therese’s Catholic School, 

Sacred Heart College and Guilford Young College. It is during his time as a parent of 

students in the Catholic system that Donald became more actively involved in supporting 

Catholic schools, both at the local level and at the governance level. 

 

Donald was an active supporter of St Therese’s Catholic School as a Board member and 

ultimately Board Chair. As his children progressed through the Catholic system, so did 

Donald’s contribution, as he went on to become a member of the Sacred Heart College 

Board and Treasurer of the Board. This was a time when his financial background and 

expertise was greatly appreciated, as during his tenure on the College Board Sacred 

Heart was going through a significant growth phase with a large number of building and 

construction projects occurring. During this period as a Chair at St Therese’s and a 

Treasurer at Sacred Heart, Donald provided significant input and guidance to the school 

principals. 

 

In 2007 Donald became a member of the Commission’s Capital Projects Committee and 

looked to help all Catholic schools across the system through the Committee’s role in 

overseeing the capital developments occurring in Catholic schools and the funding of 

such projects to ensure that the students in our schools had access to the best possible 

education facilities. In 2009, he was appointed to the Tasmanian Catholic Education 

Commission and again, focussed on assisting all Catholic schools across the state in 

contributing to the Commission’s work on system-wide policy, providing input into the 

Commission’s discussions with State and Federal Governments regarding broader 

education policy, legislation changes and funding related issues. Donald has generously 

given his time and experience and has recently returned to contributing to Catholic 

education in a different role, by being employed as the Chaplain/Teacher Aide/Library 

Technician at Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School in 2018. A change of pace for 

the 37 year banking veteran but one that has been greatly appreciated by the school 

community. 

 

Donald is well liked and respected within the Catholic schools and broader system; he is 

polite, respectful and happy to contribute, whether it be utilising his financial and 

governance skills or his communication skills developed over many years working in 

customer relations and management. He is a founding member of the Samaritan 

Projects, a charitable foundation established by the Archbishop of Hobart, to assist 

Tasmanian families in times of need either through the consideration of direct requests 

from Catholic schools and parishes or via the foundation’s support of community based 



organisations. Donald’s generous contribution to and passionate support of Catholic 

Education Tasmania and its schools over an 11 year period that continues through to 

today, makes him a worthy recipient of this Award. 

 

 

 


